Rimas Explains Coaching Retirement 



by Mark labrecque 

John Rimas has been the head 
basketball coach at Methuen High 
School for fifteen years. Next year he 
will not be the coach. He has decided 
not to apply as he has done in the 
past. 



Rimas has weighed the priorities; 
and at this moment, he feels he 
needs to spend more time with his 
wife and four small children. 44 The 
reason is basically, I want to put 
more time in with my family," he 
said. 



Mr. Rimas is also very involved in 
community activities; he also does a 
great deal of hunting during the fell. 
"Right now, within the next few 
years, I just feel that the time I do 
spend with my family is extremely 
important. I think that they just grow 
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Ranger Week Starting June 5 



by Mark Labrecque 

June 5 will officially mark the 
beginning of Ranger Week, which is 
sponsored by the Student Senate in 
cooperation with the faculty, the 
administration and the physical 
education department. 

June 5 will be the day for freshman 
competition. June 6 will be for 
sophomores and June 7 for juniors. 
June 8 will mark the competition for 
the title of * 'Superstar Class of 
1978." Friday, June 9, will be a rain 
date. 

The activities for the morning 
session are as follows: doubles ping 
pong, doubles tennis, six-man volley- 
ball, eleven-man soccer, five-man 
basketball, hula hoop (The school 
record for the hula hoop is four 
hours, thirty-five minutes.), the 
softball throw for accuracy and 
distance, frisbee (partners) for accu- 
racy and distance; and, if the ice rink 
is available, there will be an ice 
hockey game between the North and 
South houses. 

During the afternoon, these 
activities are scheduled: pie eating, 
golf chipping for accuracy, three- 
legged races, tug-o-war, and the 440 
relay with two males and two females 
per team. 

Since team sports are all played at 
the same time, there will be a limit of 
one team sport per person. 

The winners from each class will 
meet on superstar day. First place 
will be awarded five points, second 
place will receive three points and 
third place will get one point. The 



points will be totaled for each class, 
and the class with the most points 
will be the 44 Supers tar Class of 
1978." 

Ribbons will be presented to all 
participants. Special ribbons will be 
awarded to all superstars. 

Sign-up days will be announced 
over the intercom. The cost for each 
event will be 25 cents, to cover the 
cost of ribbons and pies. 




John Rimas 

up to fast and I feel that's 
important," stated Mr. Rimas about 
his wife and four children. 

continued oa page 7 



Center OFFers 
Audio-VisuAl Instruction 



by Debbie De J anker 

The Methuen High School Media 
Center is not just another library. 
Like other libraries, it contains books 
and records; but, in a back room, is 
also an entire television studio where 
a student may learn to operate 
audio- visual equipment. 

Many projects have been planned 
which would use this equipment. Mr. 
Sharkey, who helps to manage the 
Media Center with Mrs. Lyons, is 
involved in many such projects. 

Mr. Sharkey describes the Media 
Center as "a facility that has 
equipment and resources by way of 
people and materials for teaching 
and learning.' ' 

More specifically, the equipment 
described as 4 ' materials' ' is produc- 
tion equipment in media and televi- 
sion-audio tape recorders, 35 mm. 



cameras, insta- marie cameras, super 
eight cameras, or any combination of 

those. 

"One of the reasons that we have 
as much equipment as we do," 
stated Mr. Sharkey, "is for students 
and faculty to express themselves in 
ways other than simply the written 
word. 

"Most of the production that does 
take place in the course of the year," 
Mr. Sharkey continued, "revolves 
around some academic thing. Every 
once in a while, though, we have a 
group of students who would hke to 
do something asthetically." 

Last year some students let their 
creativity run wild and produced a 
horror movie. It was a nine-minute 
film which contained five murders. 

continued oa page 3 



Computer Technology 
Prepares Students 
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by Louis Yarid 

A new course called computer 
technology began at Methuen High 
School this past January. Basically, 
the course is a vocational program 
designed to familiarize students with 
various computer-related jobs such 
as keypunch operator, data process- 
ing clerk, and input-output clerk. _ 

The course has already given the 
students experience on keypunch 
machines by assigning them to 
keypunch data for the school. They 
have done the PGR (Pupil Course 
Requests) forms to date, as well as 
various other keypunch jobs . 

Forty-two students are currently 
enrolled in the computer technology 
course. Most of the students have 
the course two periods a day. . 

By the end of the year, these 
students will have mastered several 
things. Some of the areas being 
taught are using the programmable 
calculator, making flowcharts, learn- 
ing some basic computer program- 
ming and keypunching. 

Primarily, the course is an 
introduction to data processing. As 
Mr. Joseph Austin, the course 
teacher, explains, 4 'Data processing 
has four sections to it-number one: 



Don't Forget 
Your Library Books! 

All library materials are due June 
2. Grades will be held until library 
books are returned and fines paid. 



manual, which is hand-made bills, 
file keeping, etc.; number two: 
mechanical, using calculators or 
adding machines; number three: 
punch card processing, keypunching 
and number four: computer or 
electronic processing, which is the 
use of computers for processing. 

"I want to give all my students a 
chance to do all four of these types of 
data processing,." 

Another interesting aspect of the 
course is the way each class is set up. 
Four managers are chosen from each 
class. The general manager is the 
head and supervises the assistant 
managers. .An office manager is in 
charge of operating, cfleaning and 
keeping all the machinery in good 
shape. The verifying manager veri- 
fies all processed material. There is 
also a scheduling manager. 

What is so special about this set-up 
is that it is the way many corporation 
organize their data processing areas. 
This gives the students an idea of 
how the job will be outside the 
classroom. 

All in all, computer technology is a 
promise for the future. It is training 
students to work in a very important 
and fast-growing field. 




NEWS 

Journalism 
Course Update 

n> Mona and Maha Saghbini 

A brief interview with E nglish 
lX*partment Head Mrs. Ijllian 
Hershfield on May second yielded 
interesting facts regarding the pro 
gress of the journalism class, a 
course designed to promote the 
knowledge of those interested in 
pursuing areas related to this field. 

How have those who have taken 
the course reacted to it? What are the 
influencing factors which attract 
students to this course? Do problems 
exist because journalism is not 
directly associated with the newspap- 
er this year? If so, will these be 
remedied? Answers to these ques- 
tions were provided by Mrs. Hersh- 
field. 

Guidance is seeking student 
enthusiasm in the course in an 
attempt to continue the class next 
year and hopes to find enough 
interest to fill it. 

Mrs. Hershfield feels that present 
members of the journalism class 
"might have been more interested if 
they had been members of the 
newspaper staff." The fact that the 
class does not exist in combination 
with the newspaper does present a 
problem. "It would have more 
practical value if the journalism class 
were associated with the Ranger 
Staff. It happened in the past, and it 
worked out well," commented Mrs. 
Hershfield. There are doubts as to 
whether or not this can be arranged 
for next year. Most probably such 
arrangement will not take place next 
year, but a future possibility is 
hopeful. 

Some students who take journalism 
do so to fill a gap. "They have no 
specific interests in writing. The 
class is given daily assignments, but 
not everyone is faithful," she added. 
It is important for the student to have 
an interest in journalism with respect 
to his or her future, for this is 
essential for the successful contin- 
uance of the course. 
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ShARltEy ExpUiNS 

MecHa Projects 



continued from page 1 

This year, Mr. Rigby and Mr. 
Sharkey got together and decided to 
make a production which would 
reflect what it is like to be a teenager 
in Methuen High School, in the 70's. 

Six students who are in this project 
are Ace Hatem, Thalia Kostandin, 
Jim Driscoll, Dave Kazanjian, Arthur 
Hagopian, and Patty Keyes. 

These students role play issues 
such as boy, girl, mother, daughter, 
father, son, ar an aspect of sports . 

This entire idea of video tape was 
first introduced when a friend of Mr. 
Sharkey, an English I 
teacher, showed I 
him a video tape of| 
some aspects of add- _ 
escence. Some stu- 




dents saw it and 
"their immediate re- 
action/ 4 said Mr. 
Sharkey, "was that , 
we can do better: 
than that. So it was Mr. Sharkey 
their video tape that 
was the spring board for us to 
narrow down exactly what the 
meaningful thing was that we could 
do." 

When asked at what stage of 
development the film was now at, 
Mr. Sharkey said, "We're at a point 
now where we've narrowed down the 
issues on at least two of them: and 
we have role played enough to have 
them transcribed into audiotape, and 
from audiotape to write it down as 
script, and then select the students 
who will act that out. And then we 
hope to film that." 

Mr. Sharkey still isn't exactly sure 
as to how much of the presentation 
will be filmed this year, but he wants 
to go outside and start shooting as 
soon as the weather is suitable. 

The segment that Mr. Sharkey 
hopes to have done by the time the 
seniors leave is the boy-girl relation- 
ship. 

Another such project that Mr. 



Sharkey has under way is working 
with Mrs. Hershfield and her journ- 
alism class in "anticipating the 
eventuality of Cable Television giv- 
ing M.H.S. an outlet in the commun- 
ity to begin exercising studens in 
writing for television so that we 
might eventually broadcast a lot of 
the activities that are taking place 
here in the high school so that we 
might share them with the commun- 
ity." 

Another project that Mr. Sharkey 
thought might be appropriate for 
some students to do is a radio show. 

Mr. Sharkey's goal is to have a 
student producer in each area, with 
he being the executive producer. 
These students would do a one-min- 
ute editorial called "A Student With 
Something To Say . ' ' 

Mr. Sharkey said, "I'd like to get 
across the fact that we're not 
promising anything, but it is nice to 
have a couple of things going." 

Mr. Sharkey also said that he 
would certainly welcome any student 
who is at all interested in helping 
with some stage of the movie on 
adolescence. 



Don't Forget The 

BOOGIE 

NIGHT 

May 21, 1978 
7:30 p.m. 

Tickets: M.50 



Good Luck, 
Seniors 



ATTENTION, GRADUATES 



Keep up with the old alma mater by getting a subscriptica to The 

Ranger Spirit. For just $3 per year, you can have The Ranger Spirit 
mailed to your home , college or place of work. Fill out this coupon and give 
it along with $3 to Mrs . Longshore in NE 9 to start your subscription. 

Name 



Address. 
City 



State 
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OPINIONS 



Editorial 



Beach Days- Are They Worth It? 



The beautiful weather is here. The 
balmy temperatures and sunny skies 
have given us all the urge to toss our 
books aside and take an unofficial 
holiday - and some of us have. 
Commonly known as beach days, 
these student-selected free days 
have become as common as spring 
itself. 

What is the value of beach days? It 
seems beach days are simply another 
portrayal of the immaturity of some 
of our peers. 

Juniors and seniors seem to be the 
people who are taking beach days. 
These upperclassmen, who are sup- 
posed to exemplify maturity and 
responsibility, are the major offend- 
ers of the school rules. Unless 
attitudes change, these actions show 
ominous signs for the future of our 
society and our world. 



It appears to us that the 
administration, the Student Senate, 
and other such organizations have 
labored long hours to try and make 
school life as easy and as enjoyable 
for the students of Methuen High 
School as possible. Senior privileges, 
senior studies, and the like have 
been instituted to try and take some 
of the drudgery out of school. These 
benefits also require responsibility 
on the part of the students, however. 
If such irresponsible acts as beach 
days continue to occur, it may re flea 
the fact that upperclassmen at 
Methuen High School are not ready 
for the privileges that have been 
awarded to them. 

Seniors have no acceptable reason 
to take beach days. Seniors at 
Methuen High School are released 
from classes for the year earlier than 



any other Merrimack Valley Confer- 
ence school. 

Juniors should be responsible 
enough to attend school until they 
are released in June. Those before 
them have done it; those after them 
will continue to do it. It may be wise 
for the administration to eliminate 
senior privileges for any Junior Class 
which exhibits an irresponsible atti- 
tude toward such days. 

It may seem unfair to penalize an 
entire class for the actions of a few 
students. But do those who sit by and 
passively accept the immature acts of 
their classmates deserve benefits any 
more than those who break the rules? 
It would be far better for those who 
obey the rules to openly criticize the 
offences of which their classmates 
are guilty. 



f our ffichanf s jUmanat 



For some time now, the sports 
scene at Methuen High School has 
been rather dismal. Just recently, 
the school committee decided to beef 
up the sports program by providing 
additional funds and more equip- 
ment. Despite the success of some 
Methuen High teams, public atten- 
tion is drawn mostly to such groups 
as our faltering football team. 



Well, the need for complexity has 
once again overtaken our local 
politicians. Their belief that no 
solution can be valid without the use 
of hieroglyphic language and George 



Many thanks to Crompton-Kenney 
for the use of a car for Methuen 
High's driver education course. 
Their kindness is greatly apprecia- 
ted. 



Washington's greenbacked face has 
made them ignorant to the obvious. 
What could be more tailored to the 
abilities of Methuen High School 
students than a kissing team? 

Goodness knows Methuen High 
School has the talent for a kissing 
team. A scout for such a team would 
be in ectasy if he walked down our 
hallways between, and sometimes 
during, classes. Walk by any set of 
lockers, and one is bound to see two 
people, preferably of opposite sexes, 
displaying their affection toward 
each other. Some couples display 
their affection with such endurance 
that one begins to wonder whether or 
not they are air-breathing mammals 
like the rest of us. These romantic 
antics would send any scout's head 
spinning. 

Besides the talent, there are other 
advantages to such a team. Eligibil- 
ity requirements would be almost 
non-existent. Anyone with lips, 
which includes most of us, would be 
able to participate. And one would 



never have to worry about players' 
skipping practice. 

Just think of the economic savings 
also. We wouldn't have to buy 
equipment - unless we wanted to pay 
the players. We wouldn't need 
uniforms; well, maybe we would, for 
morality's sake. 

A kissing team would be the ideal 
group for Methuen High School. The 
students already know the language 
of the sport, too. Students have been 
making passes, scoring points, and 
reaching first base for quite some 
time now. 
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WHY WAIT ??? 

Go See Your Friends At The 



METHUEN 

DRIVING 

SCHOOL 



7 Hampshire St 
MethueniGaunt square 

Tel. 682-9181 



DANIEL J DODSO\ 
MARY JO DODSON 
LESTER J VIOORF 



Classes 
Start Finish ! 



May 30 
June 26 



June 22 
July 20 



The onU >ny 
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FEATURES 



Baseball Baffle 



Smith. Johnson, Stuart, Nichols, 
Brown, May, Gaines, Blanchard, and 
Taylor are the members of a baseball 
team. Each plays a different position. 
The positions are first, second, third, 
short, center, left, right, pitcher, and 
catcher. 

1. Smith and Blanchard borrowed 
$10 from the pitcher. 

2. Gaines is taller than May and 
shorter than Johnson, but each 
wieghs more than the first baseman. 

3. The first baseman lives across the 
hall from Taylor. 

4. Stewart and the outfielders play 
bridge in their spare time. 

5. Johnson, Stewart, Smith, the 
right fielder, and the center fielder 
are bachelors. The rest of the players 
are married. 

6. Of Nichols and May, one plays an 
outfield position. 

7. The right fielder is shorter than 
the center fielder. 



8. The third baseman is the brother 
of the pitcher's wife. 

9. Brown is taller that the infielders 
and the battery, except for Taylor, 
Blanchard, and Nichols. 

10. The third baseman, the short- 
stop, and Gaines made $150 each on 
the stock market. 

1 1 . The second baseman beat Taylor, 
Smith, Gaines, and the catcher at 
cards. 

12. The second baseman is engaged 
to Stewart's sister. 

13. Nichols, Smith, and the shortstop 
lost $200 each on the stock market. 

14. Nichol lives in the same house as 
his own sister, but dislikes the 
catcher. 

15. The catcher has three daughters; 
the third baseman has two sons; but 
Brown is getting sued for divorce. 

What position is played by each 
player? 



Official Entry Blank 



1. First baseman 

2. Second baseman 

3. Third baseman 

4. Shortstop 

5. Left fielder 

6. Center fielder 

7. Right fielder 

8. Catcher 

9. Pitcher 



All entries must be submitted to 'ts. Long- 
shore in • JE-9 or dropped off in "The Ranger 
Spirit" mailbox before May 29, 1978. One winner 
will be chosen from all correct entries. The 
prize will be a $5.00 gift certificate good at 
"The Ranger Round-up," the school store. 



A ReaI FaIce 

Everything that happens in life isn't 
real. 

People out for themselves looking for 
a Deal. 

Fveryones smiles and hellos are just 
fake. 

Never giving in, just wanting to 
Take. 

You step and smile and say he's my 
friend. 

Find a better opportunity and your 
attitude will bend. 

People are fake and will try good 
behavior, 

But deep down inside, they'll need a 
Favor. 

They say it's hers or sometimes even 

his; 

I tell you my friend, that's not the 
way it Is. 

The real story is that everyone's a 
fake; 

They're out for the buck and take, 
take, Take. 

Just stop and look and you'll see 
Their smile is fake, as fake can Be. 

Look at MY smile, look at ME 

Just look at MY friend, I know 

YOU'LLAgree. 

by Dave Kazan jian 
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Rimas To Spend More Time With Family 



continued from page 1 

"I will, in any way that I can, help 
the program," Mr. Rimas said in 
reference to the basketball program. 
He also said, 4 Til gladly go out and 
scout on Tuesday night, a basketball 
game, an Andover game, something 
so that information for scouting can 
help Methuen win. I plan to do that 
and I hope that lean." 

When asked if he would re-apply at 
a later date for the head basketball 
coaching position at Methuen High 
School, Mr. Rimas answered, "Right 
now let's say this- that I just plan to 
put a lot of time in with my four 
children and my wife." 

Mr. Rimas said that he doesn't 
know who will be the coach next 
year but that several people have 
applied. He is sure that the J.V. 
coach, Mr. Tardiff, will apply and 
thinks that he would be an excellent 
choice because of his repore with the 
kids, his interest and enthusiasm and 
his assistance to the program. 

During Mr. Rimas' fifteen years as 
coach, the team compiled a 157-143 
record. There were no championship 
teams, but there were many second 
place finishes. Though the team was 



in the semi-finals of the state 
championship, it lost by only eleven 
points. 

"The last three years-1 would say 
most of those forty-three losses on 
that hundred came within those three 
years because we looked at our 
program, and this is factual," added 
Mr. Rimas. "We just didn't see the 
talent in the upper class so we went 
with freshmen, with Bradley, Mu- 
rach, and for the juniors we had 
Wante. We just had to go with the 
young ballplayers. I think it's 
proven, really, because I saw the 
young talent this past year improve 
quite a bit in the second half of the 
season itself." 

One of the problems the team has 
had in the past, as Mr. Rimas 
explains it is, "We used to lose a lot 
of talent to Central Catholic, Law- 
rence Voke, Austin Prep, and schools 
of that nature. We could many times 
see talent in our middle schools and 
we just wouldn't get it here. That's 
before the new high school. We had 
to play against a lot of good athletes 
that were Methuen residents, but 
attending these other schools. Since 



the new building, we look at the new 
talent coming up; and we know we're 
going to get it; and we have been 
getting. That's a big factor. 

"Keeping our athletes here, I think 
that's very, very important. You can 
see the change coming and that's 
been the key. Many times on a losing 
season we've looked at many of our 
key athletes who were at other 
schools. We have the facility now, 
and I think ewerything we do from 
now on is going to be a big plus. 
"We had good years in basketball; 
we had many of them. We had the 
last three that have been a little 
lenient. We call them the rebuilding 
session. I think now that with the 
athletes staying in Methuen because 
of the facility you have to think with a 
positive attitude. 

"I just think that with the new 
facility and the enthusiasm of the 
school committee, the administra- 
tion, the faculty and the students, at 
least as far as sports is concerned, we 
have a really bright future... in all our 
sports. There is a lot of pride ccming 
back to the Methuen athletes." 
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Correction: 

In the last issue, Penny Moore's 
name was inadvertently omitted. She 
replaced Mr. Becker on Student 
Government Day. 
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SPORTS 



Track Teams Looking Impressive 

by Diane Brooks 



The varsity girls' track team has 
had a good season so far, losing only 
one meet to Andover. As a result of 
that loss, they are tied for second 
place in the MVC 

Coach Hughes said that there are 
many girls who are strong in many 
different events. Maureen Castles 
and Maureen Halloran are both 
strong in the long jump, and Donna 
Kendall and Bobbie Baker are both 
undefeated so far. 

The girls' freshman team lost its 
first meet of the season to Dracut by 
three points. Hughes thought that 
the reason for the girls' loss was 
because three of the freshmen girls 
ran for the varsity team that day. He 
also said that the freshmen are doing 
really well, and that some of the 
freshmen are top competitors on the 
varsity level. Sheilah Palumbo, 
Cathy- Ann Castles, Alice Pennisi, 
Debbie Carbonneau and Monique 
Wheeler all do well in varsity 
competition. 

After beating Billerica on May 4, 
the boys' varsity track team has a 
record of five wins and one loss. So 
far, the team has come in second in 
the State Relay and the Central 
Invitational, and has won the Haver- 



hill Invitational. The key to the 
season was a 74-71 loss to .Andover, 
which put the team in second place in 
the MVC. The team is young, with 
very few seniors, and should do well 
next year because of the young 
runners who will be moving up to the 
varsity squad; this year's freshman 
team is now 4-0. 

Coach Klimas said that the team is 
doing great and is helped by Kevin 
Tarr's performances in the dashes, 
Steve Ventre's and Dave Deneau's 
performances in the hurdles and Jeff 
Saffie's efforts in the sprints. Rick 
Rumore helps out in the quarter 
mile, Chuck Hillard and Mark Gilbert 
in the half mile, and Rick Cameron in 
the mile. Jim Ventre also helps out in 
the low hurdles, the 330, and the 440. 

In field events. Dave Kostvla and 
Gary Wells do well in the high jump 
and Mark Grasso has become one of 
the top long and triple jumpers in 
New England. Mike Hovnanian and 
Mike Lorenza have also put in fine 
performances in pole vaulting, and 
Bill Drury has done well in the javelin 
event. Sal DiSalvo and Paul Mullins 
should continue to do well in discus, 
and Sam Panto and Scott Tisburt will 
help to make the shotput a strong 



event. 

last weekend ten bovs and four 
girls represented Methuen High in 
the Lxicks Games in New York. 
Donna Kendall, Maureen Castles, 
Maureen Halloran, Cathy-Ann 
Castles, Kevin Tarr, Jim Ventre, 
Steve Ventre, Mark Grasso, Rick 
Cameron, Chuck Hillard, Jeff Saffie, 
Rick Rumore, Mike Hovnanian, and 
Gary Wells qualified for these games 
with their excellent times in different 
events. While in New York, they 
competed against some of the top 
track stars in the East. 




Pam DeFillippo practices her serve 
for upcoming tennis matches. 



Baseball Team Captures First Place 



by Steve Castle 

After establishing a 3-1 record, the 
Ranger Baseball Squad picked up 
five more victories, prior to the May 
12 match-up against Austin Prep. 

The Rangers took sole possesion of 
first place with a 4-3, nine-inning win 
over second place Chelmsford. Ace 
hurler Frank Riley went the distance, 
while Jonathan Morin got a key hit in 
the bottom of the seventh. 

The Lawrence Lancers were the 
next victims, dropping a 3-0, eight 
inning contest to the Rangers. Brian 
Farley and Frank Riley shared 
the pitching duties. Farley went six, 
with Riley going the remaining two 



innings, getting credit for the win. 
Frank Slater contributed to the 
winning cause by collecting a key hit 
in the top of the eighth. 

The Rangers then went on to romp 
the Dracut Middies by a whopping 
score of 12-0. Riley blasted a two run 
homer, while Jay Dzioba got the win, 
pitching five innings. Bob Griffin 
came on in relief to earn the save. 

The momentum seemed to keep 
swinging the Rangers' way, as they 
followed the Dracut rout with a 3-2 
win over Central Catholic. Jonathan 
Morin got the tie-scoring hit in the 
bottom of the seventh, with two out. 



The Rangers went on to win in the 
ninth, when Jay Dzioba bunted, 
forcing a Central error. The run 
scored, and Frank Riley won his fifth 
game in a row. 

Wilmington fell to the Rangers 
next, as Riley upped his record to 
6-0. Chris Waszczuk and Mike 
Scammons got the only Ranger 
RBI's. 

With the 2-0 win over Wilmington, 
the Rangers lead the MVC with an 
8-1 conference record, and a 10-1 
overall record. They also rank a high 
fourth in Division I. 



